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The Impact of Printing on Paratexts

Monday 9 December 	  19.00 – 20.00

The invention of the printing press in the 
mid-15th-century made it suddenly possible 
to produce hundreds of copies of a text 
with unprecedented speed. Explore how 
the expectation of a broad and impersonal 
geographic circulation transformed 
paratexts as we moved from a manuscript 
culture to the age of the printed book.  

Experiments in Humanist Paratexts

Tuesday 10 December	  19.00 – 20.00

Ann Blair discusses how paratexts, because 
they talk about the book and its text, 
offer unique insights into the process of 
production and the various people and  
social dynamics involved in it.

The Limits of Paratexts

Thursday 12 December	  19.00 – 20.00

In her final lecture, Ann Blair suggests that 
paratexts offer only a snapshot of how early 
printed books were written and produced; 
hopes and ideals which were not necessarily 
borne out in reality. This lecture is followed 
by a wine reception.

How do we know what 
to expect from a book? 
Our first impressions are 
formed not from the 
text itself but from the 
paratexts which surround 
it: dustjackets and blurbs, 
the title page, a table of 
contents, the preface,  
an index. 

Paratexts have a history 
and have varied across 
cultures, genres and  
time periods.

Free / Ticket required 
Book at: www.bl.uk/events/
the-panizzi-lectures-2019


